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Ahstract

Ryunosuke Akutogirwa™ rovel entitled Koppa (1926) i belioved to be the allegory of
Japaneetruature of politics and the economy in the 20 century fapan. Yel, rore of the ttudy focosed
on describing the furction of this ellegorical Kappalead aad its society Eo oritfcfze the system of
capitolism in fopoa. Thos, the writer finds it important fo sonntindoe how the ouithor of the stony
empays the allegory, a3 o rhetoricad device of Nterary works, to criticize the reign of the dominant
clirss in fepanese systems of politics and scoromy.

Focusing on the aflegorical characters, setting, end signiffcent events, thiv study seek for, the
evidence that Koppa is the representation of Japanese society. Some events ane crembed to sigaify the
real condition of fopon in the eorly of 200 centiry, after the Meifi Restorotion, The effect of
industriod revolution brings several questions, facluding the rofe of the State ond iz apparatses, fo
be problematized in thiv sfudy. I'n oddition, Akutogowa poinds owt some of the locks amd
shorfcomings of Avmans through the ollegorical chorecters and svents in Koppaland The sebtings
irre emplayed fo show the life-likemess of Kappo and homans end support the whaoleness of allegory.
Anmalysis on parelielism of Koppaland and jopon is deemed importont to reveal the criticism
Alutagowa raises through the chorocters and the significont events. The selting of the stovy is pretiy
strilor e whot fapen was experienced, for insfance the masohee industriod prodisceion Moaked to the
capitolist mode of production, the aocwmulation of power and wemlth to the smoll emawar of the
domimant closs It is abserved thar Kappe is 0 disgusting and deformed mirrar Alwragaws gives to
Kumaas to reflect their fife

Keywords: capitalizm, idemlagy, Akeragawa

Introduction During the time, the mode of production
of japanese society altered from the feudal to
The idea of capitalism grew in Japan the capitalist mode of production. 1t was
during the Meijl period [1868-1912), as the when the preduction of goods and materials
island empire emerged from  over two no longer took place in the bouse of
centurles of fewdal isolation |apan realized individuals as a home industry. Rather, the
that the Western countrics were far more presduction was held in factories which were
advanced |n the economic and pobitical owmsed by individuals or groups who pakd the
matter. Then, to be advanced, they had to people to wark in thelr company, This is what
Imitate the way Western countrics ran thelr Marx, describees as the system of production
economic affar, It then marked the rse of im which a number of crafismen were
industrinkization in Japan, Many businesses assembled under one roof. This system had
wirre developed: the chance to expart goods characterized the BEuropean indusiry irom
to cutside countries was widely open abepiat the middle of the sixtesnth century to
the last third of the eighteenth century [The.
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Kappa as a Dystopia:

A Study of Akutagaw as Anti-utopian Thought

Ho koon-ki T, i(Hongkong )

Kappa (1927), abse known as Guiliver e A Kimono,? by Alsiagews Rylinossie
(VEF2-192T) 15 one of the loages warks of the author who bad coptribsed
altgether one bundred and forty -nine stones and tales i ks shiort span of life,
and pertaps ome of his mist extraondimary is temms of the purrdes and inlerests
Ve remden o crmiks amd readers bl b at hoome and abroad. Rappe o also one of
the muithor's masterpieces tha are fraqoemtly and widely tramlated indo foreign
laq.',l.ub*f\,, end im some lengeages, move (han one renalaton is svailable - The
way this nonelotie appeals o wamldors s fol woom o work on [Berary one-
ics that well. At least, we do nof hitherio find a senions anticle devoted solely 1o
Kappa in English, shile thae are three full-length English tramlaticas of the
noveletic.* The present antide may meet this noed.

The first publication of Kappe in the March 1927 issee of the magarine
Kazd gave b githir s coplempomncs & much bowildarment as he aows of
hix suicide did a few montks later. Mamy cniics wene stonped by the appancn
imcongruity between the relstively lightheared fairy tales elemenis and the
replicn bigierncss 1n the novclette. Some orics amply chamgamlod the hamer
cloments and related Koppo to Alutgawa’s famous children’s siones. Ciher
critics, on the other hand, iganored the finy e clements aliogether and read o

I Ia Shiopn Sewch i} |‘J1|;,'.n:‘||u.|1ul.u|.|n of Ropna, Lallpor @ A Rimvems™ W put a8 Bey
subde of B novektic (Onaba: Akitaya F4T)
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in Wesiern Fandatins. Sap hn Aldageres Bviinedo wizshn gelolago yekodes ™
[Bitliogiaphy ol wodks by Abtagws @ beovign langueped. | Yioesima Seeche, Taoms,
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The direw wasadaming on Chponolog sl onke v SHica e Soecle, o Kappa Gellivr ina
Kimano ((iesks: Akia v 1WTE This work was fetow mvised and publsiod by By
Htkweckdo Prow in K pio dn 199 aad 1952; Koonss Takada and Fahn MOVITTE b, Bl
e Mipmiarss airiien mred. Fahin BMeVine (dew Yok Livenghl 1596 L pe. X945 Goolllrey
Irmimond . g petrod, CL M Heaksy dLondon: Pewr Dhaca 1900 T i wasJabion
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